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1878, soon  as the  armistice  was  signed.     Everything

they did was done under the armistice with the

consent of Turkey,    Mr. Forster's position was not

to  be  envied, and  when  he walked out  of ther

House next day with Lord Hartington before the

division was   called,  the Ministerialists naturally

greeted him with   loud  ironical   cheering.     The

Feb. 11.     British fleet was sent to Constantinople without

the leave of the Porte, and Prince Gortschakoff

announced that Russian  troops would forthwith

enter  Constantinople.     Lord   Derby refused   to

admit that a precautionary movement of ships as

a guarantee of British interests was equivalent to

a military occupation, and there were ominous signs

Dissolution of war.    The Turkish Parliament, having shown

Turkish     symptoms  of independence, was  dissolved, never

parliament, ^ meefc again.    It had failed in its object, which

was to throw dust in the eyes of Europe.    Extra

prepara-    men were employed at Woolwich.    All the vessels

war.8 or    at Chatham were ordered to be made ready for sea.

Admiral Hornby was reinforced from Malta.   Lord

Napier of Magdala was summoned from Gibraltar

to take command of a possible expedition, with Sir

Garnet Wolseley as his Chief of the Staff.    The

Opposition were divided and disheartened, so that

the  Government could  command a majority of

two hundred in the House of Commons.    Even

among the Radicals they had a staunch supporter

in Mr. Co wen of Newcastle, who avowed himself

an enemy of Russia, because Russia was the enemy

of  Revolutions.     Mr.   Gladstone's   windows   in

teb. 24.     Harley Street were broken on a Sunday by a Jingo

mob.

But gradually the  still  small voice of reason

Feb. 19.     began to make itself heard.    Prince Bismarck told

the German Parliament that he saw nothing in the

Russian terms of peace which affected  German

interests.     Prince   Gortschakoff  agreed   not   to